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There still remained the Lords and the King between Strafford and death.   The former would probably have acquitted him had the original trial continued, but new and hostile elements were at work.    Pym's propaganda had had its effect in the City.  A monster petition demanding Strafford's death was presented to the Lords by 2,000 citizens, while the names of the fifty-nine in the Commons who had voted against the Bill of Attainder were posted up about Westminster with the   title -" Straffordians,   betrayers   of  their country."   When the Bill was presented in the Lords the Solicitor-General, St. John, declared that no evidence was necessary if each man felt in his own mind that Strafford was guilty.   For a while it seemed as if his friends might form a party in the House, but popular fears had infected them too, and the others were at the mercy of every rumour.   They feared Pym ;  they feared the crowds who gathered, hooting, round their coaches demanding which way they were going to vote ; they feared the living Strafford, even in the Tower.   " Stone-dead hath no fellow,55 said the Earl of Essex.   They feared the English army still encamped in the North, whose officers the Queen was trying to persuade to come to Stafford's rescue, and they longed to escape their responsibility.   On the day they voted, only a third of their number took their seats and, of these, eleven only were  for  saving  Strafford's  life.    There remained the King.    On Saturday, May 9, he received the Bill, and all the next day he wrestled in an agony of indecision.   Outside the palace the mob howled for the blood of Strafford and of all Papists and traitors.   At any moment they might